Introduction
Wheat (Triticum aestivum L.) is prone to the deadly wheat blast disease caused by Magnaporthe oryzae pathotype triticum (MoT) which has now emerged in Bangladesh (Callaway, 2016; Islam et al., 2016; Malaker et al., 2016; Mottaleb et al., 2018b) , its first occurrence outside of Latin America. In the 2015-16 wheat season, wheat blast affected nearly 15,000 ha in eight districts in Bangladesh (or 3.4% of the domestic wheat-producing area of 445,000 ha in the 2015-16 season). In some districts, up to 70% of wheat-producing land was affected and yield losses were up to 51% in affected fields in some areas (Islam et al., 2016) . The disease re-emerged in the 2016-17 season, infecting two additional districts, despite relatively unfavorable weather conditions for disease development: less humidity and relatively cooler weather (CIMMYT, 2017) . The application of fungicides is only partially effective to combat wheat blast, and in extreme cases, wheat blast can destroy the entire wheat yield (Urashima et al., 2009) .
The emergence of wheat blast in Bangladesh poses a serious threat to South Asia's food security, which is already precarious due to rapid population growth and a strained natural resource base. Wheat blast could spread across the region, starting with neighboring West Bengal, India, which has a similar agro-ecology and shares a 2217-km-long border, and then possibly to relatively warmer wheat-producing regions in Pakistan, such as Sindh. In a recent study, applying the climate analogue analysis, Mottaleb et al. (2018b) warned that out of 40.9 million ha of total wheat-producing land in India, Bangladesh, and Pakistan, more than 17% of the area (6.9 million ha) is vulnerable to wheat blast.
Wheat is the major staple food in northern India and Pakistan (Charath et al., 2007) , and has been gaining popularity in Bangladesh, where it is the second major staple after rice (Mottaleb et al., 2018c) . Currently, India is a net exporter of wheat, Pakistan is almost self-sufficient, and Bangladesh is a net importer of wheat (FAOSTAT, 2019a) . South Asia's population is projected to increase to 2.29 billion by 2050, up from 1.74 billion in 2015 (World Bank, 2019) . To meet the growing demand of the burgeoning population, South Asia would need to increase wheat production by 2.25% every year (Charath et al., 2007) . This would be thwarted by the further spread of wheat blast, thereby potentially having severe negative impacts on the region's food security and poverty, which already currently sees 16.1% of its population living in extreme poverty (World Bank, 2017) . Conversely, successful control or eradication of wheat blast in Bangladesh could generate significant positive externalities across South Asia.
To find a long-term sustainable solution to combat wheat blast, the Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute (BARI), in collaboration with the International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT), has developed and tested diverse wheat lines. As part of the quest, BARI Gom 33 was released in the fall of 2017, as a new blast-resistant wheat for Bangladesh. In addition to being blast-resistant, the variety provides a 5-8% yield benefit and is zinc (Zn) enriched (BARI, 2017) .
In a normal release and seed multiplication scenario, it can take at least four to five years for a new wheat variety to reach the masses of farmers in Bangladesh. Normally, in the first two years, the Wheat Research Center (WRC) will produce nucleus and breeder seeds. The Bangladesh Agriculture Development Corporation (BADC) will then further multiply them for another two years to produce certified seeds, which will be subsequently disseminated by the Department of Agriculture Extension (DAE). Given the blast threat, there may be merit in facilitating and ensuring the seed multiplication and dissemination process of the new wheat BARI Gom 33 at a more rapid rate.
The objective of this study was to quantify the potential economic benefits of the new wheat BARI Gom 33 in Bangladesh. Examining the potential benefits may help to secure political and financial support, and ensure the timely scale out the new wheat. As the base seed of the new wheat was just made available to the national seed board and is still not in the hands of the farmers, an economic surplus analysis, in the form of the ex-ante impact-assessment framework has been applied. Using BARI Gom 33 in Bangladesh as a case, the present study thus illustrates the importance of the development and rapid dissemination of new biotic stress-resistant crop varieties in developing countries.
The study is organized as follows: Section 2 includes the current state of wheat production and consumption, the emergence of wheat blast in Bangladesh, and the development of the new wheat variety BARI Gom 33; Section 3 presents our materials and methods, including identification of wheat blast-vulnerable districts and the ex-ante economic quantification framework; Section 4 presents the major findings; and Section 5 concludes and provides policy implications.
Background and context

Wheat in Bangladesh
Bangladesh is a rice economy, with nearly 75% of its total of 7.92 million hectares of net cropland solely allocated to rice production (BBS, 2018a) . Wheat is the second major staple cereal, increasingly cultivated during the mild winter season (November to April) and with a surging consumption demand. The yearly per capita wheat consumption in Bangladesh has increased by 102% from 8.62 kg in 1961 to 17.5 kg in 2013 (FAOSTAT, 2019b) . The rapid increase in wheat consumption reflects a higher income elasticity of wheat compared to rice -i.e., with increasing income people consume more wheat relative to rice. In the 2008-09 wheat season, the total land allocated to wheat was 394, 619 ha, and the total wheat production in the country was 849,046 metric tons (BBS, 2012) . In the 2017-18 wheat season, the area reduced to 351,213 ha: equivalent to less than 3% of Bangladesh's cropland (BBS, 2019) , and a 12.3% reduction over the 2008-09 season (Table 1) . This reduction in land committed to wheat growing is mainly the result of government policy discouraging wheat cultivation in the severely blast-affected districts following the 2015-16 blast outbreak (Mottaleb et al., 2019a) . Note that the government of India is also discouraging wheat cultivation in the border districts of West Bengal; State of India to avoid any possible intrusion of blast pathogen from Bangladesh (Mottaleb et al., 2019b) . Total wheat production in 2017-18 was 1.09 million tons, 19% higher than 2008-09 (Table 1) . With a domestic price of USD 268/ton, the product value of wheat in 2017-18 was nearly USD 295 Table 1 Wheat area ('000 ha), yield (metric ton/ha), and production ('000 metric ton) and selected indicators in Bangladesh and selected districts, 2008-18. million. Bangladesh mostly relies on wheat imports to meet the surging demand, the imports making up nearly 75% of consumption. From 2015-16 to 2017-18, the triennium average shows that Bangladesh imported 5.48 million tons of wheat (Table 1) worth USD 1.5 billion with an import price of USD267/metric ton. Out of Bangladesh's 64 districts, wheat is currently cultivated in 56 districts (BBS, 2019) , but with a concentration in the cooler north and north-west Rangpur and Rajshahi divisions (Fig. 1) . In Bangladesh, more than 49% of the total cropland is classified as suitable for wheat cultivation; whereas 25% is moderately-marginally suitable, and 26% of the area is not suitable (BARC, 2019) . Wheat blast first emerged in Bangladesh in the 2015-16 wheat season in eight central western districts (Islam et al., 2016, Fig. 1) , with two additional districts in the subsequent year. Because of the blast incidence and government discouragement, the 10 wheat blast-affected districts had markedly reduced wheat-growing areas (À 12.5%) in the 2017-18 season compared to the previous year (Table 1 ). The wheat-producing areas in districts not affected by wheat blast still realized a small increase in the same 2016-17 season, but the overall domestic wheat-growing area was reduced by 15.4% compared to the previous year (BBS, 2019, Table 1 ).
Development of the blast-resistant BARI Gom 33 wheat variety
CIMMYT works closely with partners from developing countries to develop and disseminate high-yielding, disease-resistant wheat varieties including those with significantly high zinc (Zn) and iron (Fe) concentrations in the grains. Though the major focus is to breed high-Zn-content wheat, the positive correlation between Zn and Fe suggests the possibility of combining both traits. Bio-fortified wheat with superior agronomic performance and durable resistance to all three rusts (including the Ug99 group of races of stem rust fungus) and better resistance to the recently emerged wheat blast are targeted for commercialization in the key wheat Mega-Environments (ME) of 1 and 5 in South Asia, where more than 26% of the population have inadequate Zn intake. Current breeding efforts for enhanced Zn and Fe have focused on transferring genes governing increased Zn from Triticum spelta, T. dicoccon, Aegiolops tauschii-based synthetics, landraces, and other reported high Zn and Fe sources to highyielding elite wheat backgrounds (Velu et al., 2012) . The new variety Bari Gom 33 was a simple cross between Kachu and Solala. Kachu is a 'Kauz'-derived high-yielding wheat variety carrying a 2NS segment for blast resistance. The presence of the 2NS translocation in wheat can effectively resist the wheat blast (e.g., Cruz et al., 2016) . Kachu was released in India in 2010 occupying a considerable share of the North-Western Plains Zone of India. Solala is derived from a CIMMYT's pre-breeding cross, involving a durum wheat derivative of T. polonicum with long spikes (CMH74A.630/SUPER X//CIANO T 79/3/IRENA). Yield performance of Kachu/Solala and its sister lines ranged from 5.9 to 7.7 t/ha with an average grain yield of 6.6 t/ha under late sowing in Mexico. Few entries had a yield performance similar to or higher than the average of two commercial checks (Roelfs F2007 and Waxwing), suggesting the possibility of combining high-grain yield and enhanced Zn concentration in elite wheat backgrounds.
Based on the grain-yield data, selected entries were analyzed for micronutrient content. Considering the combined data on grain Zn, grain yield, rust resistance, and end-use quality, Kachu/Solala was phenotyped in five artificially managed environments in Ciudad Obregon, Sonora Province of Mexico. In the phenotyping platform, five artificial environments were managed within the same experimental station by varying the planting date and irrigation schedule. For the planting date, seeds were sown early, normal and late with regulated irrigations. In the case of irrigation, usually five irrigations are provided to wheat, but in order to create a water stressed environment, we reduced the number of irrigations to two since most locations in South Asia grow wheat with limited irrigation. The prime objective of generating the five artificially-controlled phenotyping environments was to generate lines suitable for different wheat Mega-Environments (MEs), including ME 5 which is heat stress prone environment with a shorter crop duration (CIMMYT, 2016) . Globally, wheat is cultivated in various agroclimatic conditions ranging from hot, humid areas in the lower part of the eastern Gangetic plains to extremely cold areas, such as Canada, Kazakhstan, and Russia. Based on the agroclimatic conditions, biotic and abiotic stresses, rainfall, humidity, temperature, and the major requirements for crop establishment, global wheat-growing areas are divided into 12 MEs (CIMMYT, 2016) .
Wheat ME 5 is mainly characterized by low latitude, hot, humid, and mostly irrigated wheat (Fischer et al., 2014) . The Obregon experiment station of CIMMYT replicates the ME 5 environment of South Asia. In fact, a large number of CIMMYT wheat varieties have been released in South Asia by direct introduction from Mexico . On average, about a 5% yield superiority was observed across five environments and in the late-sown heat-stress environment in Obregon, where continuous heat stress occurs during the crop-growing season and higher terminal heat stress towards the end of the crop season. Due to the heat stress, the duration of the crop cycle was reduced by almost a month when compared to optimal planting.
Based on the performance in Mexico, Kachu/Solala was included in the 4th HarvestPlus Yield Trial (HPYT) and was distributed to national partners in South Asia, including Bangladesh in 2013-14. This entry showed superior performance across locations for grain yield, a 6-8 ppm Zn increment over local checks, and a large grain size (50 g 1000-grain weight). The superior performance was also observed at Gazipur, Bangladesh and Banaras Hindu University (BHU), Varanasi in the eastern Gangetic plains of India. Interestingly, Kachu/Solala was included in the Participatory Variety Selection (PVS) trials conducted by BHU as BHU-35 (Prof. V.K. Mishra, BHU, Varanasi, personal communication). In Bangladesh, during the field trials of 2014-15, 2015-16 and 2016-17 wheat seasons, the new wheat variety consistently provided 5-8% more yield than the check variety Prodip under both optimum and late sown conditions (Fig. 2) .
After screening against wheat blast in 2016 and 2017 under field and laboratory conditions in Bangladesh (Jessore), Bolivia (Instituto Nacional de Innovacion Agropecuaria y Forestal, INIAF at Quirisillas and Okinawa), and in the USA (United States Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, (USDA-ARS), Fort Detrick, Maryland), the variety was found resistant to wheat blast. BARI Gom 33 carries the 2NS segment for blast resistance confirmed by marker analysis. In the multilocation trial in Bangladesh, 408 genotypes from various sources along with BARI Gom 33 and checks were evaluated against wheat blast under field conditions (Roy et al., 2018b) . Out of a disease severity index range from 0 (no blast incidence) to 100 (100% affected by the blast), BARI Gom 33 showed only 1.45% disease severity and hence was considered resistant to wheat blast (Roy et al., 2018b) . The resistance of BARI Gom 33 was stably expressed under varying dates including optimum to late sown conditions (Roy et al., 2018a) . Moreover, the new wheat is moderately resistant to Helminthosporium leaf blight and leaf-rust, which are the most common wheat diseases in Bangladesh (BARI, 2017) . Finally, the new wheat is zinc (Zn) enriched (40-45 ppm) in the grains with a Zn advantage of 7-8 ppm over local varieties (BARI, 2017) .
Due to better grain yield and resistance to wheat blast, in the 93rd Seed Board meeting of Bangladesh on October 11, 2017, the Bangladesh government approved the new wheat under the name BARI Gom 33 for release. The complete development and approval process of BARI Gom 33 is depicted in Table 2 .
Materials and methods
Identifying the wheat blast-vulnerable area
The emergence of wheat blast was first officially recognized in Bangladesh in March 2016, affecting eight districts: Chuadanga, Meherpur, Jessore, Jhenaidah, Bhola, Kushtia, Barisal and Pabna (Islam et al., 2016, Fig. 3) . The severity of the wheat blast damage was highest in a sub-set of districts: Bhola, Chuadanga, Jhenaidah and Meherpur (Kabir et al., 2016) . In this study, we developed a climate analogue tool by matching the long-term temperature and rainfall patterns in the four most severely affected districts with other districts of Bangladesh. Note that there is no high-resolution data available for recent years; however, for future work, we plan to use WorldClim 2 datasets which provides very high-resolution climate data (Fick and Hijmans, 2017) . The climate analogue approach employed in our study has been utilized for a number of studies focusing on climate change analysis (Berry et al., 2014; Burke et al., 2009; Kellett et al., 2015; Leibing et al., 2013; Pugh et al., 2016; Thornton et al., 2011; Webb et al., 2013) .
The analog tool used in the present study is based on an R code originally developed by Ramírez-Villegas et al. (2011) , and the code is available in an online archive (Google Code Archive, 2019). It analyzes climate variables at a given location considering rainfall and average temperatures as factors (in combination or for each factor separately) and uses spatial analysis to identify areas in the target zones that have a similar (analogue) climate, based on a weighted similarity index. This analysis can be performed with the current climate data to identify current spatial climate analogues as well as with predicted future climate data, be it looking forward or backward to identify either the future climate of a location or where future predicted climates could be found in Ramírez-Villegas et al. (2011) .
Wheat blast is mainly a spike disease, and warm and humid weather during heading generates a conducive environment for the outbreak of the disease. A temperature of 300C with an increased duration of spike wetness has the highest blast incidence in laboratory experiments (Cardoso et al., 2008) . Usually, wheat in Bangladesh is planted in November-December and harvested from March to mid-April (BBS, 2018a). The crop comes to heading in January-February. Therefore, weather elements of January-February are the most critical for the emergence of wheat blast in Bangladesh. Considering this fact, we identified spatial analogue areas based on January's and February's weather variables. The gridded outputs for all locations with similarity indices above 0.6 (60%) were merged in a GIS and used to identify wheat-producing districts at risk.
Matching with the weather in the four districts most severely affected by wheat blast (Kabir et al., 2016) at a 60% similarity level, this study identified a total of 232,667 ha wheatland (Triennium Ending [TE] 2017-18) spread over 45 districts in Bangladesh as vulnerable to wheat blast (Table 1; Fig. 3 ). The vulnerable area represents more than 57% of Bangladesh's total wheat-producing area (403,667 ha, TE, 2017-18) with a similar share (57%) in Bangladesh's wheat production. The wheat blast-vulnerable areas in the 45 districts will be used as one of the key ex-ante assessment scenarios and contrasted with the current 10 wheat blast-affected districts, as well as all of Bangladesh's wheat-producing areas.
Potential benefits of BARI Gom 33
The new wheat BARI Gom 33 can provide two types of yield benefits. First, as an improved variety coming out of the breeding pipeline, it presents a 5-8% yield gain over the existing varieties (BARI, 2017, Fig. 2 ). However, these yield gains were reported under research-managed trials, and we assume a yield adjustment of 80% for farmer fields (CIMMYT, 1988) , which for the mid-point would yield an assumed 5.2% yield increase in farmers' fields. Second, the blast-resistant trait of the variety will avoid yield losses in the case of such biotic stress.
According to Islam et al. (2016) , in the 2015-16 wheat season, eight districts of Bangladesh: Pabna, Kushtia, Meherpur, Chuadanga, Jhenaidah, Jashore, Barisal and Bhola, were affected by wheat blast. The most severely affected districts were Meherpur and Chuadanga (40-70% of the wheat-producing area) while the least affected was Pabna (0.2%). As wheat in Bangladesh is produced in almost all districts except a few coastal and hilly districts (Mottaleb et al., 2019a) , we constructed district level pooled data consisting of wheat yield (ton/ha), monthly average maximum temperature ( 0 C) in January and February, and the monthly total rainfall (millimeters) in January and February from 2010-11 to 2016-17. To predict the yield gain from the blast-resistant traits of BARI Gom 33 (through mitigation of blast-induced yield loss), we have applied the Ordinary Least Square estimation procedure in a difference-in-difference estimation setting in the pooled dataset. The details of the dataset, the corresponding Stata do file, and the descriptions are publicly available (Annex A). To estimate the highest and lowest bounds of the blast-induced wheat yield loss in the 2015-16 wheat season, we then specify the following function: 
In Equation (1), β 0 is a scalar parameter which is an intercept, and β i are the parameters to be estimated; and ε is the random error term.
Among others, β 4 , captures the yield trend in 2015-16 -the year when wheat blast first emerged in Bangladesh, compared to all other sampled years; β 5 , captures the general yield trend in Meherpur and Chuadanga districts, and β 6 is our difference-in-difference (DiD) estimator, that captures any change in the yield in 2015-16 in the severely blastaffected Meherpur and Chuadanga districts. In this study, we treat β 6 as the upper limit of the wheat blast induced yield loss in Bangladesh. Analogically, β 7 captures the general yield trend in Pabna district, and β 8 is our DiD estimator for Pabna, the least blast-affected district in 2015-16. β 8 is treated as the estimated lower limit of the wheat blast induced yield loss in Bangladesh.
In Table 3 , we have presented two different estimated models separately for the least affected district Pabna and the most severely affected districts Chuadanga and Meherpur. Columns a1 and b1 present the intercept and dummy variables only models, and columns a2 and b2 present the full model that includes all other possible explanatory variables. The estimated functions in Table 3 shows that on average, in 2015-16, wheat yield was higher by 90 kg-140 kg/ha compared to the all sampled years ðβ 4 Þ, and in particular wheat yield in Meherpur and Chuadanga districts was higher by 910 kg-960kg than any other districts, on average (β 5 Þ: Similarly, on average wheat yield in Pabna district was higher by 630 kg-750 kg/ha. ðβ 7 Þ:
Our DiD estimators (β 6 and β 8 ), demonstrate that in the year 2015-16, the blast induced wheat yield loss was 510 kg-550 kg/ha in Chuadanga and Meherpur districts (β 6 ), and in Pabna district it was lower by a non-significant 30 kg-80 kg/ha in 2015-16. As BARI Gom 33 was found resistant in >95% cases (Roy et al., 2018b) , we assumed that BARI Gom 33 could mitigate the blast induced yield loss by {(510 þ 80)/2} � 0.90 ¼ 266 kg/ha conditional on a potential outbreak of the disease in the currently 10 blast-affected districts, or in the 45 wheat blast-vulnerable districts (Table 3) . Among other variables, the monthly average maximum temperature in the month of January (β 1 ) generates a significantly negative impact on wheat yield in Bangladesh, whereas rainfall in January (β 3 ) positively and significantly affects wheat yield (Table 3) .
The bread quality and taste of BARI Gom 33 is the same as any other popular wheat in Bangladesh. The zinc-enriched trait is a largelyinvisible trait and is not expected to generate a price premium in the market (see e.g. Hellin and Erenstein, 2009 ). The trait could still have significant positive additional impacts on the nutritional status of Bangladeshi consumers. This is because, although Bangladesh is highly successful in maintaining food security by achieving self-sufficiency in rice production, 41% of children under five years old are chronically undernourished, and therefore stunted (WFP, 2015) . Also, one-third of children between six months and five years old are anemic, while 24% of the women in Bangladesh are underweight (WFP, 2015) . Unfortunately, the overall costs of undernourishment in Bangladesh due to productivity loss is USD 1 billion per year (WFP, 2015) . The benefits of bio-fortification can potentially be estimated through, for instance, the Disability-Adjusted Life Years (DALY) framework (Meenakshi et al., 2010) . However, for simplicity's sake, we only account for the yield benefits and assume bio-fortification would potentially generate additional benefits on top of what is being presented.
We retain two simulation scenarios:
The new variety expresses (only) a yield gain (5.2%) in the absence of blast incidence, i.e. there is no additional averted yield loss due to wheat blast. As the potential blast induced yield loss in susceptible varieties, and equivalently the gain from the blastresistance traits of the new wheat is conditional on the outbreak of the wheat blast disease, there may be no such yield loss averted if there is no such outbreak. À Scenario 2: The new variety expresses both a yield gain (5.2%) and an averted yield loss (0.266 ton/ha) due to wheat blast. This assumes wheat blast losses at a similar rate as 2015-16 with yield effects as elaborated above.
The corresponding yield gains of BARI Gom 33 under scenarios 1 and 2 for different geographical-based scenarios are presented in Table 4 .
Adoption scenarios
The adoption of new agricultural technology, including improved seeds, is seldom instantaneous (Pierpaoli et al., 2013) . For one, the new technology needs to be available to farmers to be potentially adopted. A new variety needs to have its seed bulked up, often initiated only after its formal release. Furthermore, technology adoption is a complex process influenced by a large number of factors (Gershon et al., 1985; 2018; Rogers, 1983) , risks and uncertainties about the proper application, suitability with the environment and farmers' expectations (World Bank, 2008) . As a result, the adoption process can be slow (World Bank, 2008) , and the entire adoption process may fail in the absence of strong public support and extension services. We assumed that in 2017-18, the initial 400 kg of breeders' seed of BARI Gom 33 would be cultivated on 2.9 ha of land (seed rate @140 kg/ ha) and the cultivation cost would be USD800/ha. For simplicity, we assumed a standard seed rate at 140 kg/ha as it is the recommended seed rate for BARI Gom 33 for the highest yield performance (BARI, 2017), although in practice seed rates may vary somewhat (e.g. by agroecology and farmers' preference). Wheat multiplication follows 1:20 to 1:25 coverage, which means one ha of wheat production under new seed can generate seeds for 20-25 ha for the next season Tamil Nadu Agricultural University, 2014) . In this study, we have assumed 1:20 coverage so that a minimum expected prediction is realized. Under this assumption in the 2018-19 season, a total of eight tons of seeds will be available and cultivated on 57.1 ha of land. Finally, in the 2019-20 season, 160 tons of seed of BARI Gom 33 will be available to farmers for cultivation on 1142.9 ha of land, which is 0.8% of the total wheat area of the 10 wheat blast-affected districts, 0.4% of the total 45 wheat blast-vulnerable districts, and nearly 0.3% of the total wheat-growing area of Bangladesh.
Assuming a logistic adoption and diffusion process, and considering the seed multiplication rate, it is assumed that by 2024 the new wheat will be cultivated on 24% of the wheat area of the sampled areas and throughout Bangladesh. By 2027, the adoption rate will reach a maximum of 30% and plateau thereafter until 2029-30. The adoption process we have assumed is plausible, as empirical evidence shows that, if new crop varieties are effectively resistant to the emerging biotic and abiotic threats, farmers will respond by rapidly adopting such varieties. For example, with the collaboration from CIMMYT, INIFAP, Mexico developed CIRNO 2008 wheat variety that is resistant to leaf-rust disease and provided a 12% yield gain over the existing durum wheat varieties in Mexico (Figueroa-L� opez et al., 2010) . Leaf-rust disease was a severe yield-deterring factor in Yaqui Valley, Sonora State, Mexico. The CIRNO 2008 variety was released in 2008, and it was cultivated on 29 ha of land in the initial year. By 2016, the variety occupied 147,342 ha out of 235,000 ha of land in Yaqui valley, i.e. an adoption rate of more than 65%. Based on the empirical evidence, the assumption of a 30% adoption rate in eight years in Bangladesh is a more conservative assumption.
Other assumptions
In addition to the adoption assumptions, the following major assumptions are considered in the benefit quantification process: -the new wheat will continue to be available for seed multiplication and in the hands of the farmers by the 2019-20 wheat season; -the seed production, multiplication, and dissemination costs amount to USD 800/ha. The per hectare seed production cost is based on Lagos and Hossain (2016) , which mentioned that the wheat production cost in Bangladesh is USD 663/ha. As seed production cost is higher in general than wheat grain production cost considering that the seed quality must be higher than the ordinary grain produced for consumption, we add an extra 21% of the current wheat production cost per ha (USD 137), and assumed the seed production and dissemination cost will be USD 800/ha -the government will support seed production and dissemination cost (@USD 800/ha) during the initial four years and thereby invest USD 3.9 million (2017-20 @ 5% discount rate) if only in 10 blast-affected districts; USD 4.3 million in 45 blast-vulnerable districts; and USD 11.7 million for the whole of Bangladesh. The aggregate dissemination cost was estimated as adoption rate � total wheat area (ha) � USD 800 in a single year. In Bangladesh, the farmer-to-farmer seed diffusion process is highly effective in disseminating new variety. For example, Pandit et al. (2011) demonstrate that BARI Gom 26, Ug99 tolerant wheat, was released in Bangladesh in 2010 with 252 kg initial seeds. After three years, the total seed production of this new wheat was 19.4-ton, which reached to 969 farmers in 24 villages completely through the farmer-to-farmer informal seed dissemination process (Pandit et al., 2011) . We thus assume that the farmer-to-farmer seed diffusion process will continue to propel the dissemination of the new wheat after the initial investment of the government -the domestic market price of wheat is set at a constant USD 253/ton for the whole simulation period, based on the average harvest time wheat price in Bangladesh (triennium ending 2018, Table 1 ) -no intrinsic wheat yield growth rate or other technical change are considered in this study.
Considering the future stream of net benefits and costs, the net present value (NPV) from the dissemination of new wheat was calculated as follows:
where r is the discounting factor, which is assumed to be 5% based on the fact the bank rate in Bangladesh in 2017 and 2019 was fixed at 5% (Bangladesh Bank, 2019) , and t, is the number of sampled years which is 14 (2017-2030) in our case.
Major findings: economic quantification
The economic benefits of the dissemination of BARI Gom 33 in Bangladesh are presented in Table 5 . The detail of the calculation process and the corresponding excel sheets are publicly available (Annex B). In the 10 districts that were affected by wheat blast, 120,666 ha (triennium average ending 2018) of wheat-producing land was affected, which was nearly 30% of the total wheat-producing land of the country (Table 1) . The actual wheat production in these 10 districts was 379.3 thousand metric tons (triennium average ending 2017-18), which was more than 30% of the total 1.3 million tons of wheat that was produced (triennium ending 2018) in Bangladesh ( Table 1) . As the government is discouraging wheat cultivation in the blast-affected districts since the emergence of wheat blast (Mottaleb et al., 2019a) , the wheat production in these districts and consequently in all of Bangladesh has been declining since 2015-16 (Table 1) .
Under the assumed adoption rate of BARI Gom 33 at a maximum of 30% in 2027, and assuming a yield gain of 5.2% from the new wheat (expected yield 3.28 ton/ha), the total cumulative production from the BARI Gom 33 covered area will be 46.5 thousand metric tons Annex B) . If the entire wheat-producing area of the 10 wheat blast-affected districts were under entirely traditional varieties (no adoption of BARI Gom 33), the total production would be 5.28 million tons (average yield in the blast-affected districts (3.12 ton/ha) X total area in the blast-affected districts). This shows that the net cumulative production gain of the dissemination of the new wheat would be 46.5 thousand metric tons, worth USD 7.2 million (after being discounted at a 5% rate) at the harvest time market price of wheat, USD 253/metric ton. Considering the seed multiplication and dissemination costs in the first four years of USD 3.9 million, our calculation shows that, at a 5% discount rate, the dissemination of the new wheat only in 10 wheat blast-affected districts can generate USD 3.23 million of net gain with a yearly average return of USD 0.23 million (Scenario 1, Table 5 ). Under the assumption of a potential outbreak of wheat blast and, therefore, with the gain from the blast-resistant traits of the new wheat (expected yield will be 3.55 ton/ha), the net production gain would be 123 thousand tons from the adoption of the new variety that provides a 5.2% yield gain and a 0.266 ton/ha yield gain due to blast-resistant traits, worth USD 18.9 million (at a 5% discount rate). Following the assumption of the dissemination costs of USD 3.9 million in the initial four years, the NPV could be USD 14.9 million (Scenario 2, Table 5) , with a yearly average return of USD 1.1 million.
Considering the dissemination of the new wheat that provides a 5.2% yield gain in 45 wheat blast-vulnerable districts, our simulation exercise shows that the cumulative net production gains from the new wheat by 2030-31 would be 68.8 thousand metric tons, worth USD 10.4 million (Scenario 1, Table 5 ). Considering the total seed multiplication and dissemination costs in the first four years of USD 4.3 million, the net benefit at a 5% discount rate of the dissemination of the new wheat in 45 wheat blast-vulnerable districts would be USD 4.8 million with a yearly average return of USD 0.34 million (Scenario 1, Table 5 ). In case of a potential wheat blast outbreak (Scenario 2), the net production gain would be 196 thousand tons from the adoption of the new variety that provides a 5.2% yield gain plus 0.266 ton/ha due to the blast-resistant trait worth USD 29.6 million ( Table 5 ). The NPV of the net benefit would be USD 21.7 million with a yearly average return of USD 1.6 million (Table 5) .
Considering the dissemination of the new wheat that provides 5.2% yield gain for all of Bangladesh, the cumulative net production gains from the new wheat between 2017 and 2030 would be 135.6 thousand metric tons, worth USD 20.4 million. Under the assumption of the seed development and dissemination costs of USD 800/ha, the total seed multiplication and dissemination cost would be USD 11.7 million, and the net present value of the benefit at a 5% interest rate would be USD 8.7 million with a yearly average return of USD 0.62 million (Scenario 1, Table 5 ). Note that the gain from the blast-resistant trait of the new wheat may offer extra yield gain at the time of the outbreak of blast, and it is feasible to assume that wheat blast cannot affect the entire wheatgrowing area of Bangladesh. Hence, in this simulation exercise, we have not considered the gain from the blast-resistant traits of the new wheat considering the dissemination assumption throughout Bangladesh.
It is important to mention here that the ex-ante impact assessment process applied in this study is a consumer surplus analysis by nature in a partial equilibrium setting. Any change in any crucial parameter, such as the price of wheat, the dissemination cost, and the discount rate, can change the ex-ante return level of NPV significantly.
Conclusions and policy implications
Wheat blast is a devastating seed-borne and wind-borne pathogen; hence, the rapid multiplication and dissemination of blast-resistant wheat seed is crucial to combat the disease. To control wheat blast, BARI with the technical support of CIMMYT has developed a new blastresistant, high yielding, zinc-fortified wheat, and the national seed board of Bangladesh approved the new wheat for dissemination in 2017. Under the existing dissemination process, it will take four to five years for the new wheat to reach the hands of farmers. This indicates the need for external support to speed up the dissemination process of the new seed. As such seed multiplication and dissemination entails costs, the present study examined the potential net economic benefits of the dissemination of the new wheat first in the currently blast-affected 10 districts, second in the 45 wheat blast-vulnerable districts, and finally throughout Bangladesh.
This study presented the ex-ante economic benefits of the dissemination of the newly approved BARI Gom 33, a blast-resistant highyielding wheat in Bangladesh. Findings of this study demonstrated that whether or not wheat blast is a threat to the current wheat production in Bangladesh, the dissemination of the new zinc-fortified high-yielding wheat could bring substantial economic gains, as the new wheat provides a 5.2% more yield gain than the existing varieties. However, due to the blast-resistant trait of the new wheat, the dissemination of BARI Gom 33 can bring higher net benefits in the case of a potential outbreak of wheat blast. As wheat blast initially emerged in eight districts in 2015-16 and, despite the unfavorable climatic conditions for its development, the disease was seen in an additional two districts in 2016-17, it is now an established disease in Bangladesh. Alarmingly, our climate analogue model analysis identified a total of 232,666 ha of wheat areas (Triennium Ending [TE] 2017-18) in 45 districts (Table 1) as vulnerable to wheat blast, which is more than 57% of Bangladesh's total wheatproducing areas of 403,666 ha (TE, 2016-18) . Therefore, the dissemination of the new blast-resistant wheat can be a major instrument to mitigate the wheat blast threat in Bangladesh.
Our simulation exercise shows that the benefits from the new wheat far exceed the seed multiplication and dissemination costs even if we consider only a 5.2% yield gain of the new wheat variety. The benefits from the new wheat would be nearly double in the case of a potential outbreak of wheat blast in currently blast-affected areas, as well as blastvulnerable districts. Based on the findings, the present study urges international development organizations and donor agencies to support the national government's efforts to disseminate the new blast-resistant, zinc-enriched and high-yielding wheat in Bangladesh to effectively combat the wheat blast threats. Note that the investment in Bangladesh Table 5 Net present value (NPV) of the future stream of benefits of dissemination of BARI Gom 33 in Bangladesh, 2016 -17 to 2029 -2030 Source: Authors' calculations.
K.A. Mottaleb et al. to combat wheat blast through the rapid dissemination of seed can have positive externalities to neighboring countries, such as India, which is a major producer, consumer, and an emerging exporter of wheat, and alarmingly 21% of its 30.96 million ha of wheat is vulnerable to wheat blast (Mottaleb et al., 2018b) . Also, as the new wheat variety is zinc fortified, the rapid dissemination of the new wheat can also play a significant role in mitigating malnutrition. This study points out that to begin the adoption and diffusion process of BARI Gom 33 in the 2019-20 wheat season, the minimum seed requirement will be 160 metric tons, which will require a nearly USD 1 million initial investment in seed multiplication from the 2017-18 to the 2019-20 seasons. To speed up the seed multiplication process, the Bangladesh government may consider seed imports from India, Mexico, or other suitable countries under a complete and strict quarantine process and treatment. International donor agencies and research institutes such as CIMMYT can play an important role in this case. Finally, the dissemination of new wheat technologies, including high-yielding and blast-resistant traits would allow the resource-poor farmers to better cope with the new threats and changing agro-climatic conditions. Thus, this study strongly suggests that donor agencies fund the product development pipeline and dissemination of new seed varieties that are tolerant to new and emerging deadly biotic and abiotic threats.
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Table 6b
Ex-ante benefits of dissemination of new wheat in 10 blast-affected districts in Bangladesh, Scenario 2: current yield þ5.2% At 5% discount rate: Dissemination cost: USD 3.9 million; Net present value (NPV), USD 14.9 million; yearly average return USD 1.07 million.
Table 7a
Ex-ante benefits of dissemination of new wheat in 45 blast-affected districts in Bangladesh, Scenario 1: current yield þ5.2% At 5% discount rate: Dissemination cost: USD 4.3 million; Net present value (NPV), USD 4.81 million; yearly average return USD 0.34 million.
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Table 8
Ex-ante benefits of dissemination of new wheat in entire Bangladesh, Scenario 1: current yield þ5.2%
yield gain At 5% discount rate: Dissemination cost: USD 11.7 million; Net present value (NPV), USD 8.7 million; yearly average return USD 0.62 million. Table 7b Ex-ante benefits of dissemination of new wheat in 45 blast-affected districts in Bangladesh, Scenario 2: current yield þ5.2% 
